
 

 
 

Baptism of the Lord:  
Stories that Help Us Begin Again 

 
12 January, 2020 

 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
Call to Worship 

One: In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered  
over the waters of the deep.  
All: In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the 
earth and humankind.  
One: God caused the waters to part so that Israel 
could cross from slavery to liberation.  



All: God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s 
womb.  
One: Jesus taught us how to live by washing his 
disciples’ feet in water.  
All: Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a  
Samaritan woman, the first person to recognize 
that he was the Christ.  
One: Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the 
Christ. 
All: God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a  
large family. Praise be! 

 
*“Morning Has Broken”                                        VU 409      
 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

One: Still-speaking God, as these words from 
Scripture are read, may it be to us as if the heavens 
are opening, and we see your Spirit descending on us 
like a dove, revealing your love for us as your 
daughters and sons.  
All: Amen. 
 

PREPARING TO LISTEN : GATHER US IN MORE Voices 7 
 
A READING OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 42: 1-9 
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in 
whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him. 
He will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry 
or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a 
bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick 
he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created 
the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out 



 

 

the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to 
the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I 
am the lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you 
as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to 
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. I am the lord, that is my name; my glory I 
give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former 
things have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare. Before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 
A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3: 13- 

17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to 
be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for 
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And 
a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 

One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 
 

LEARNING & PRAYING TOGETHER: 20+ C+M+B+20 
 
SINGING OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH TO THEIR LEARNING CENTRE 
“LIKE A ROCK”                                                                   MV 92 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 



PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
  In loving partnership we come, seeking, O God, your 

will to do. Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. (VU 603, v.1)  

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: God gives us not only genesis life but the new life 
born of forgiveness, and resurrection. Therefore, with 
generous hearts,   
All: let us give back a portion of what has already 
been given to us in our baptismal covenant with 
God and each other. Amen. 

 
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
    
*“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”       VU 99 
Tune: St Peter VU344                                                     
 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISM 
 
Do you believe in God, who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to 
reconcile and make new, and who works in us and others 
by the Spirit? 
 I do, by the grace of God. 
 
Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ, do you seek to 
resist evil, and to live in love and justice? 

I will, God being my helper. 
 
Will you proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, in your words 
and actions? 

I will, God being my helper. 
 
Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this 
community of faith to celebrate God’s presence, live with 
respect in creation, and love and serve others? 

I will, God being my helper. 



 

 

The grace of God attends you, the love of God surrounds 
you, the Holy Spirit keep you. 

Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

One: Blessing God, you drowned evil in the waters of 
the flood and promised a covenant of faithfulness with 
a rainbow in the sky. In baptism you caused us to die to 
sin and raised us to new life in Christ. Trusting in your 
promises for earth and all people, we bring you our 
prayers for the world. 
 
We pray for your church with its kaleidoscopic views of 
baptism, that it may meet the needs of all types of 
people in the world. Awaken un every confession of the 
whole church a holy hungry and thirst for enlightenment 
in you. 
 
We pray for the world, that all people and all creation 
may know they are your beloved. We pray for those 
who work in danger, who rush in to bring hope and help 
when others flee to safety. Give them caution and 
concern for one another, so that in safety they may do 
what must be done under your protective wings. 
We pray for those who suffer, that they will know your 
love for them, and we may be bearers of comfort. 
Empower us to bring help and healing to those who are 
broken in body or spirit, that they may have comfort in 
sorrow, and a place of safety and warmth. 
 
We pray for your creation, that it may stay healthy and 
continue to nourish and nurture us. With all the world’s 
people, may we who are washed into new life through 
baptism see the way of your new creation, the way of 
justice and care, mercy and peace. 



In one baptism with Christ and blessed by your Holy 
Spirit, we praise and give you thanks, Holy One, for 
giving us spirit and breath.  
 
All: Amen.  
 

THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 
 
* “To Show by Touch and Word”                          VU 427     
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
CHARGE & BLESSING 

 

One: God shows no partiality between people according to 

class, color, or country but accepts people of all 

backgrounds who love God and do what is right. Go in 

peace and do likewise. 

All: May the God who called Jesus “beloved” speak 

blessing to us, beloved sons and daughters, and 

empower us to bring that good news to others who still 

need to hear it. 

 

* “Amen” VU 974 
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 

One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, 
including: Voices United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: 
A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada (2000: The 
United Church of Canada); Feasting on the Word, Year A – Volume 1 
edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2009);  



 

 

MINUTES FOR MISSION     JANUARY 12, 2020 
HOLDING SPACE FOR LIFE 
 
Our gifts for Mission & Service support community ministries to 
hold space for those who otherwise would be lost and 
unknown. 
 
A simple candle is lit in the chapel at First United Church in the 
Downtown Eastside of Vancouver. The gathering on unceded 
Coast Salish traditional territory is acknowledged. We honour a 
community member who has died from drug poisoning. There 
have been too many. 
 
People in our neighborhood have come for many reasons. In 
spite of living on or below poverty incomes, in inadequate 
housing or rough on the street, they have made this community 
their home. In a relatively small footprint of land, people know 
and care deeply for one another. Today the church opens its 
doors to hold space for affirming life. 
 
Across Canada, more than 12,800 opioid-related deaths 
occurred between January 2016 and March 2019. Eighty-two 
percent of accidental opioid-related deaths involved fentanyl or 
fentanyl analogues. Likely every church and community that 
reads this Minute for Mission has been affected by drug 
poisoning. Vancouver’s inner city has been profoundly shaken 
by this pandemic. Public education, access to harm reduction 
supplies, and safe consumption sites have begun to slowly 
reduce the numbers. We advocate for change in drug policy, 
increased housing, easier access to treatment facilities, and 
more supports for those who struggle with mental illness. 
 
On this day we honour a person much loved in the community. 
Your support for Mission & Service allows First United and 
other community ministries to continue a ministry of seeking 
justice and holding space for life. 
 
  



Last Sunday’s Sermon Summary: Ah! Another Year! 
 

Welcome to the year 2020 (a joke: Too Old Too Old). This 
would be the perfect year to know it all and to see clearly for 
ourselves what we as a congregation want to do. Today is the 
2nd Sunday after Christmas; tomorrow the season of Epiphany 
begins. I hope the season of revealing, showing, and 
discovering as the light of Christ shines through our darkness 
inspire us to see the path that is lied before us. 

The text for today is the one we read during Christmas Eve 
worship services. It comes from the Gospel of John chapter 
one where we were told that light shines in the darkness, and 
darkness cannot overcome it. John the author has an 
interesting way to tell the gospel. He loves to make contrast 
between light and darkness, seeing and blind, the wise and 
foolish. The idea is that those who face darkness will see light; 
those who think they are wise but fail to see Jesus are the 
fools. It is time to examine our assumptions and conventional 
wisdom. 

Eugen Peterson has a loving way to translate v. 14. He 
says, “God moved into the neighbourhood.” When I hear that 
phrase, I think of how close God has come to meet us. The 
word “neighbourhood” suggests God is just living next door to 
me. God has moved into our church and homes. God is 
present in our discerning, listening, hearing, and discussion 
about our future. God is my neighbour who understands our 
worries and pain. 

I shared my Ontario wilderness experiences where I got 
lost and was driving in complete darkness! A 1985 Honda 
Accord was a very good car except it shouldn’t be driven in 
2016! When we were in complete darkness, figuratively or real, 
seeing a small beam of light instill joy and hope! God enters our 
darkness, and intent to bright us up for mission. 

Some people say it is possible to delay or even prevent 
Alzheimer’s by learning new things. If it is true, then retirement 
may include learning Cantonese, Italian, piano, or scuba diving! 
Doing things we haven’t tried before may actually benefit us 
and keep us healthy! Hold that thought! 


